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i think its important to avoid these situations because the whole point of a hits-based approach is to get more of what we value, and not to spend our time doing things we dont like, or spending resources we dont like in order to avoid a situation we dont like. its important to retain a hits-based mentality when we feel that we are
in a situation we dont like, but not to follow through with actions that are really the only way to get out of the situation. however, we want to make sure we arent spending too much on something we do not like. a hits-based approach doesnt solve this problem, because it requires us to spend money on things we do not like in
order to avoid spending money on things we dont like. an even more significant issue is whether a principle will have high utility for effective altruism even if it is not universally applicable. if it is applicable to a wide range of situations where giving is highly effective, but will not have particularly strong utility for the top
charities, then it might be a good fit for hits-based giving, but would not have much utility for effective altruism as a whole. we think such principles are rare, and we therefore judge them to be of particularly low utility for this approach. a person who thinks like a hits person might be more likely to make the following
statements: “it would be good to do some research to see what some other people are doing.” “it would be good to give what i know.” “it would be good to try some new ideas.” “it would be good to spend a little money on something i know i could get some satisfaction out of.” “it would be good to try to figure out how to make
some money from this.” “it would be good to spend what i can afford on some projects i know won’t go anywhere.” “it would be good to spend what i can afford to give away on some projects i know won’t go anywhere.”
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