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in the end, we had a look at how long it took to create a video in a simple workflow. the results were
pretty surprising: the premiere elements screencast test takes 13 minutes to produce, while the
after effects test takes only 4 minutes. i’m not surprised that the test workflow produced a better

end result, but i was surprised that the ae test only took 4 minutes to produce. this proves that the
incredible speed of ae’s interface is more than just a gimmick and can, in fact, be used for quick

edits. the ae test file is huge because we’re creating a 30 second effect. to make matters worse, it’s
been optimized for the 1920×1080 screen resolution, which makes it even larger than it needs to be.
when you open a new video in after effects, you get four panels: the effects panel, the video panel,

the timeline panel, and the properties panel. the properties panel gives you a lot of control over your
video. you can use the timeline panel to create a timeline with the video you want to edit. you can
also use the effects panel to add and edit visual effects. the video panel shows your video, and you
can add effects or do any other editing in that panel. the timeline panel opens up when you add one
or more clips to your project. the interface of the project is clean and easy to use. you can add and
edit clips, effects, and parameters with the four panels (as described in the preceding section). you
can also use the timeline to add layers, edit their order, and change their parameters. you can add

and edit text, shape layers, and other types of layers in the layers panel. you can add, position,
resize, and layer clips and videos in the project panel.
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