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outcome of the. Video to Picture
Converter 5 1.1.2 -U.S. Supreme Court
Narrowly Limits Voting Rights On June

26, 2016, the U.S. Supreme Court
handed down a decision, Shelby

County, Alabama v. Holder, which
could significantly limit the ability of

state and local governments to protect
minorities from discriminatory

disenfranchisement. Writing for the
seven justices in a four-four decision,
Chief Justice John Roberts severely

limited the prior guarantees provided
by the Voting Rights Act of 1965,

saying the act was “unconstitutional in
whole or in part.” In effect, the court

struck down Section 5, a provision that
required federal approval for changes
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to voting laws in nine states and the
District of Columbia — areas with a
history of racist violations of voting
rights. The court’s decision to cut

away the provision regarding states
and locales with histories of

discrimination will create uncertainty,
especially in areas where minorities
have long been a minority. (Read

more) Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.
and Justices Anthony M. Kennedy,

Clarence Thomas, Samuel A. Alito Jr.
and Neil M. Gorsuch were all appointed

to the Supreme Court by former
President George W. Bush, while
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was

appointed by former President Bill
Clinton. (Read more) In 2013, the

federal government — with the help of
a private citizen, Diane Ravitch — was
able to bring an end to failed reforms
in New York State by forcing the state

legislature to hold hearings on the
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subject. The hearings were so well-
attended they prompted an

emergency shutdown of the state
legislature so it could continue debate.

In 2013, New York and seven other
states with new voting reforms were

subject to a very rare challenge to the
laws in federal court. In 2013 the court
found in a two-to-one decision, along

partisan lines, that the overhauls were
6d1f23a050
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