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2015 NY Slip Op 04590 Decided on June 3, 2015 Appellate Division, Second Department
Published by New York State Law Reporting Bureau pursuant to Judiciary Law § 431. This opinion
is uncorrected and subject to revision before publication in the Official Reports. Decided on June

3, 2015 SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK Appellate Division, Second Judicial
Department WILLIAM F. MASTRO, J.P. LEONARD B. AUSTIN SHERI S. ROMAN ROBERT J. MILLER, JJ.
2014-06615 (Index No. 4829/12) [*1]Rene Demartines, appellant, vPasquale Haldi, respondent.

Pfau, Pfau & Nathanson, LLC, Flushing, N.Y. (Mark W. Nathanson of counsel), for appellant.
William C. Martin, III, P.C., Syosset, N.Y. (Jennifer F. Zimmerman of counsel), for respondent.

DECISION & ORDER In an action, inter alia, to recover damages for personal injuries, the plaintiff
appeals from an order of the Supreme Court, Queens County (Hart, J.), dated May 13, 2014,
which denied that branch of her motion which was for summary judgment on the issue of

liability. ORDERED that the order is reversed, on the law, with costs, and that branch of the
plaintiff's motion which was for summary judgment on the issue of liability is granted. On March
2, 2010, the plaintiff commenced this action against the defendant, who was operating a motor

vehicle owned by his employer. The plaintiff alleged that she was a passenger on a bus
operated by the defendant when
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avf.exe.vip3.3.Suggested Books PARTNERS Mesoamerica
was far more culturally diverse than is usually accepted,
and that diversity is reflected not only in archaeology,

but also in genetics, writes A. C. Crawley. Research
conducted in the past 20 years has challenged the

conventional framework of Maya history in which there
was a little-understood gap in time between the Classic
and Post-Classic period. The latest evidence shows that

the so-called gap was considerably longer than
previously thought, and that the coastal societies prior to
the arrival of European colonists had many connections
with the great cities of Central Mexico. The hypothesis
that Mesoamerican sites all arose from a single original

site is not supported by new evidence that shows
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complex, hierarchical societies with regional and national
identities arose across the lowlands. Geographical

dispersal The earliest sites of the Formative are
concentrated on the coasts, while the Classic to Post-

Classic Maya are located in the interior of the lowlands.
Archaeology of the Classic Maya in Mexico, Guatemala

and Honduras is the most widely studied and most richly
evidenced, but the sites are clustered in the northern
lowlands and north-central plateau. The Classic period

societies of the coastal lowlands are the least understood
and least explored, despite the fact that they lasted from

the 4th century BCE until at least the 14th century CE.
Until quite recently, the prevailing view among

archaeologists was that there was a gap in time between
the rise of cities of the south and the great coastal cities,

and a similar gap before the rise of the great interior
sites. It was assumed that during this period the Maya
chose not to build cities, having abandoned the coast
after a great war that culminated in the destruction of
Tikal, so that after this time the Maya retreated to the
northern lowlands, where they were no longer able to

defend their huge cities. This assumption is now being re-
examined. An extension of each society to its
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hinterlands, plus major expansions of the periphery, is
documented by the sites of the Classic period. Artifacts

excavated at sites e79caf774b
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