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and new features. in the Andes during the second half of the
fourteenth century. (See the following table: Totals.) At the time
this work was started, the study of Latin America had not made
many inroads in Spain or any of the other countries of the Spanish
Empire. The only knowledge | had of South American history was
some dozen volumes of literature written by the geographers of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, some of which were based on
the reports of travelers. This was enough to satisfy my curiosity.
From 1561 on, | studied the history of Mexico, Peru, the Spanish
Caribbean, the Balearic Islands, Chile, and Central America, while
carrying on other studies for the rest of my life. As you will see,
Latin America came not only to occupy but even to dominate my
life. | began writing in 1973. In 1974, as the notes for the first four
chapters of the present book were being compiled, the cusp of the
Bolivarian Revolution was forming, and it seemed to me that the
experience of Latin America might provide an important theoretical
foundation for the new civilization which was dawning in Venezuela.
Thus, many of the chapters which follow center on the period when
the Bolivarian Revolution unfolded, although | do not intend them to
be complete in themselves. In the course of my other historical
research, | came upon the same conditions which Latin America
seemed to have faced in the centuries just before the sixteenth: the
formation of a nation-state with the descent of a new elite, a
vigorous and impressive middle class, and the emergence of a new
proletariat. This, in turn, gave rise to an embryonic labor movement
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and the beginning of a mass class consciousness. In many ways,
the combination of these three factors is a characteristic of Latin
American society, whether it was the case in the past or the
present. Thus, the foundation of social and political change in Latin
America seems to rest on the emergence of a new class, which is in
a certain sense derived from the old one, but which is more
specifically the result of the combination of the 0cc13bf012
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