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copy of your orPATRICK McCRORY
1s likely to concede the Conservative
Party leadership next month if he fails
to beat favourite Jeremy Hunt in a race
to become the country’s next prime
minister, the former foreign secretary
has suggested. During a candid interview
with The Sunday Times, Mr Rory
suggested “one of us has got to go” at
the Tory leadership contest on June 23,
and added that other candidates such as




former education secretary Nicky
Morgan and outgoing justice minister
Caroline Dinenage could also face being
replaced. The comments come as much
as a week after the BBC reported that
Mr Rory had resigned from the cabinet
in order to campaign for the top job. A
No10 source told The Sunday Times
that as 1t was “1mpossible to re-interpret”
what Mr Rory had told journalists
earlier this month, 1t was “obvious” that
he was talking 1n the context of the
leadership contest. Conservative
leadership contenders Mr Hunt, Theresa
May and Rory Stewart are vying to take
on Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn in an




election this summer. Mr Rory is
considered by some to be Mr Hunt’s
main challenger and 1s seen as a
supporter of the Prime Minister who
wants to pursue a more moderate course
under her leadership. Mr Rory has made
no secret of the fact that he cannot be
seen as a supporter of Mr Hunt, who was
the health secretary in Mr Cameron’s
government, and not for the first time he
has hinted at the possibility of standing
down. In the interview, he said: “I'm 1n a
funny position. I've got a lot of support
but no one 1s yet willing to join me.
We'll see what happens. “If 1 get a
massive vote I'll probably go, and 1f 1
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don’t win I won’t. But I'm not someone
who 1s going to hold myself back. I'm
being ambitious for my country. I'm not
going to hold myself back. “I'm not
going to stand 1n the way of someone
who could offer to stand up for people
on the right of the party. I can’t wait to
see 1f my judgement 1s right. If I get
3e33713323
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